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About the title
A Girl That Had To Be Strong is a roller 
coaster and adventurous journey of Advika 
who struggled her birth. She is unaware of 
her connection with Lord Ganesha and who 
is a girl with a different perspective to life. 
She has a unique personality and is an old 
school girl who wishes to face all her demons. 
Will Advika be able to climb the cliff of life 
with her originality or will change herself 
to be acceptable to society? Will Advika try 
or would stop trying by fearing failure? Will 
her broken trust make her strong or would 
break her into pieces. Will she believe in 
her invisible wings and her hidden powers 
to change the world? Will it be easy for her 
to climb the cliff of life with bleeding knees, 
ambiguous path, stormy winds and negative 
forces that surrounded her to make her fall 
and break down in life... Will Advika reach 
the cliff of life or will get inclined to change 
her original side?
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Birth of Warrior

It was ninth of September 1992, the last day of Ganesh 
Chaturdashi, formally known as “Ananth Chaturdashi.” 
On this, day roads were heavily crowded with people 

holding Ganesha’s idol for Ganesh Visarjan. It was a capturing 
moment as the aura of Ganesha is power pact in itself that it 
filled people with so much energy and enthusiasm that people 
from all age group were singing in one voice- 

“Ganpati Bappa Moreya, Mangal Murthi Moreya.”

For the first time in Bhopal, this celebration was seen on a 
large scale. That road was not visible, only the heads of people 
were visible from the balcony. It made difficult for people to 
commute, but this day had a special beauty in itself. For some 
families, it was the last day of Ganesha’s presence, but amongst 
all there was a family awaiting the arrival of a New Life.

It is Said-

“Birth of a baby not only creates a bond between  
a baby and its parents but it also gives birth to  

a small world called “Family.”
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It was 5.00 pm in the evening, when Mrs. Salila was rushed 
to the hospital, for her delivery. Due to heavy traffic on roads, 
they called up for an ambulance van to make her reach hospital 
without any delay. As soon as they reached the hospital, Salila’s 
husband Mr. Aadarsh without any delay arranged for a doctor 
to take up her wife’s delivery. Dr. Sonakshi, a young doctor 
trained and experienced to deal with the case, decided to take 
up her delivery case. She asked her team to take the patient to 
the operation theater without any delay and arrange for the 
equipment, to begin with the operation. Mr. Aadarsh kept his 
fingers crossed, as it was the first baby for Saxena family.

Dr. Sonakshi ensured him to be patient and promised him, 
that she will take care of his wife and the baby. As soon as the 
Delivery begun, Dr. Sonakshi observed that mother cord got 
entangled around the baby’s neck making it difficult for the 
baby to breathe. Without any delay, she asked Salila’s husband 
Mr. Aadarsh for a caesarean, as Dr. Sonakshi told him there is 
no other way left to save the baby. 

During 90,’s caesarean was not that successful and was 
not an easy thing. As less number of cases was a success then. 
Only 10% cases got the success tag as majority cases went 
unsuccessful. Aadarsh wife Salila was in favor of caesarean, 
even after knowing its risk, as for both of them their baby was 
above anything. Mr. Aadarsh took that brave decision with a 
courageous heart. He loved his wife so he did not wish to lose 
her instead. He prayed to Ganesha for some magic to bring both 
of them alive out of the Operation Theater. 

Soon the operation began; it was a hard time for both the 
mother and the baby. Still, they both did not give up and fought 
harder. Finally, the operation ended. Dr. Sonakshi came out with 
news for Mr. Aadarsh. She told him the operation was successful, 
both were safe and alive. Congratulations Mr. Aadarsh, you are 
now a father of a beautiful little daughter.
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Finally, Ganesha heard their prayers and a “Baby Girl” was 
born. Mr. Aadarsh called up his near and dear ones and told 
them that he is now a father of a girl, who is now a new addition 
to their Saxena family. Everyone in the family were excited to 
hear the news, they came running to the hospital just to see the 
newborn baby. She was chubby and fluffy; everyone named 
her as “golu.” Baby girl has sparkling eyes and Brightest Smile  
that spread joy all around. Her smile was so contagious that even 
Dr. Sonakshi could not resist smiling her back. 

When the baby girl was handed to her father Mr. Aadarsh, 
she tightly held his fingers with her small fingers, as if she knew 
this man is going to be her protection shield forever. When the 
baby girl was kept near her mother Salila, she tried to twist and 
turn around to hug her mother. As a gesture of thanking her for 
giving her a new life, but due to her soft bones and less space, 
she could not hug her mother. After few days rest, Mrs. Salila 
was discharged from the hospital and was taken home by her 
husband with their newly born girl “golu.” Family members were 
planning for Salila’s homecoming. It was the most memorable day 
for them as they had a fighter girl in their home, which resembled 
their cast trait “Kayastha.” 

Kayastha community has an inborn fighter trait in them. They 
always stand up for right things in life, as they can’t sit calmly 
about any injustice caused to anyone, but it’s a quality which 
can be developed in oneself over a period of time by feeling for 
others pain too, which was a rare thing now. However, this trait 
of fighter was a specialty of this cast and now the baby girl was 
born with it. The baby girl was not aware that it was a family 
trait as her family has always stood up for right things and have 
fought for them and soon she was about to discover the journey 
of it. On her “Name Ritual,” they studied her kundli considering 
her date of birth, traits; sunshine and time of birth Pandit Anand 
discovered that she would hold a unique personality when she 
grows up. 
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So keeping things in mind Pandit Anand suggested her name 
as “Advika.” meaning-Unique. Keeping her planetary position, 
nakshatra, and rashi into consideration, he deduced that Advika 
is born with goodness and good traits. Everyone got happy 
knowing this. Suddenly then, Pandit Anand asked Advika’s 
parents to join him in a separate room for some information. 
Her parents got worried but then went with Pandit Anand to 
a different room. He told them that Advika is Manglik and has 
Mangal dosh in fifth house, which was the reason behind her 
being so beautiful. 

He told them Manglik people are rare yet strong personalities. 
They themselves are so strong that they need an equally strong 
partner to balance them. Advika was strong, so she too needed 
an equally strong partner to handle her. Pandit Anand told 
Advika’s parents to be cautious, at the time of her marriage, as 
a wrong match can ruin her entire life. Nevertheless, according 
to her kundli, there is a fair chance that she will have a love 
marriage.

Pandit Anand said her Mangal dosh represents that of  
Mr. Amitabh Bacchan, which is a thing to be proud of, as it is 
expected- “She will shape her future with her own hands.” As 
Manglik once, have a strong personality and a powerful aura 
with them. In addition, her thoughts will bring about a change 
and she will rule many hearts. Pandit Anand told- Advika’s 
parents: As Advika is Manglik; she can marry either a Manglik 
person or a person with whom her kundli matches. Because 
these are rare matches, so it will not fit every kundli, only 10% 
kundli will actually be able to match her. 

Not everybody can handle a Manglik person so bit, alertness 
at the time of her marriage is needed. Some believe that if a person 
is Manglik they are bound to have either early marriage or late 
marriage. Some historical mythologist believed it to be a dosh 
in a person. However, it was not a bad thing, as it is a planetary 
position and not the reality of a person who is Manglik. In today’s 
Generation, even Google knows that it is not a dosh but it is a 
quality of being more intense and powerful than non-Manglik ones. 
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It is a quality of feeling emotions more deeply than how others 
feel. Manglik people are more active and energetic as compared 
to non-Manglik ones. They rarely feel energy drained, until they 
are unwell or suffering from some illness. This Baby Girl-Advika 
too had these qualities. That is the reason behind her energy to 
awake late at night. This bothered her mother Salila a lot, as 
Advika used to awake at night and avoided sleeping at night.

Manglik people are protective and supportive for its close 
circle. They stand for people they treasure as important. So 
never, mess with them or their circle. As you will not be able to 
handle them and it can turn out to be your worst nightmare. So 
never, piss them off. 

As these are rare personalities you will find and strong 
personalities that you cannot handle. As their confidence will 
remind you of your own insecurities. People who are Manglik 
encounter every emotion very deeply like-

“if they are angry that is extreme,

if they are happy that’s extreme and

if they are sad that is also extreme.”

Popular Manglik Personalities in Bollywood are-

Amitabh Bacchan and Aishwarya Rai Bacchan.

These are the most powerful personalities that have an 
inevitable place in our heart and in the film industry. Manglik 
person is perceived as an attitude-ridden personality at first, 
whereas their confidence makes people feel that ways, although 
they barely have one. However, they are mistaken first as 
attitude ridden for being confident personalities.
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With the entry of Advika in Saxena family, they felt a 
transformation in their family. Saxena family started becoming 
more financially secure and stable. She knotted a threat of love 
with each member of the family that bonded them closely, from 
the time she arrived. She was born on an auspicious day Ananth 
Chaturdashi that made her attract towards Ganesha more 
than other gods. Advika felt a strong connection with Ganesha 
since her childhood, but she did not know her birth on Ananth 
Chaturdashi was the reason behind it.

The life giver mother recovered from her pain, so she resumed 
with her duty as a professor of physics in SNG College. One 
fine day when Advika was at home and was left with the House 
Cleaner Manju, as her mother was out for work. After many 
reminders by Salila, her House Cleaner Manju kept the hot 
iron on the floor for cooling. Manju forgot that Advika was 
home alone with her. That day Advika was crawling around 
her house and finally, she went back to her room for playing 
with her toys after doing her home survey. Advika did not 
know where she was sitting. She sat in front of the hot iron 
and was playing with her toys. Then one of her toy fell next to 
the iron. She without knowing about the harm went closer to 
grab her toy. While picking it up her foot touched the hot iron, 
making her scream out of unbearable pain. 

Advika cried screaming in pain, on hearing her voice Manju 
ran towards her and she discovered the result of her negligence 
“a burn on Advika’s foot.” Manju got worried; she immediately 
called up her dad who was running his own clinic, right below 
the house and who was a doctor by profession. Her father ran 
at his top speed to rescue her daughter who was screaming and 
shouting in pain, caused to her due to hot iron. Advika was 
given quick medication by her father and with the decrease of 
her pain, she asked her father to watch a cartoon with her in 
his clinic. 
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Her father hated cartoons but as he loved his princess. 
Therefore, he watched that with her daughter Advika and soon 
Advika fell tired and was asleep watching her favorite cartoon. 
Then her father took her in his arms and kept her in a hammock, 
to make her fall asleep. Gradually she recovered from the pain 
and a faint scar remains on her foot, which got invisible with the 
passage of time gradually. Advika was lucky enough to recover 
from the pain early with the help of her father’s magical therapy 
and her little sis Myra, who was so cute and entertaining, that 
Advika used to play with her all the time. Advika and Myra 
had just one-year difference in their age but both of them shared 
similarity to their choices in every inch. 

They used to have similar choices so much that Mrs. Salila has 
to purchase two sets of clothes for both of them to avoid sister’s 
conflicts, they were not twins, but they looked like one. Some 
of their relatives too joked on their similarity saying-hopefully 
they do not select the same groom for marriage when they grew 
up. It was monsoon time in July when people enjoy the season 
with “Hot Servings of pakode with tea” watching the rain from 
their window. One evening when clouds were crying so loud 
that it made the sky jet black that it rained heavily that day. Both 
Advika and Myra were bathing and suddenly Advika’s eyes 
caught up a muscular man stepping towards the main entrance 
of the house. 

Seeing him stepping towards the main entrance, she asked 
Myra to crawl quietly to their bedroom slowly, without looking 
above. Her little sister Myra did as told by her elder sister Advika 
and she crawled to the bedroom. Myra waited for Advika to join 
her. While Advika was observing, the actions of tall dark man, 
she saw a silver sparkling knife in his hand. On seeing the knife, 
Advika got scared that she got numb for a while but she gathered 
her courage. She too did the same and crawled to her bedroom 
and without a delay. On reaching to her bedroom safely, she 
called up her dad from their bedroom landline. Advika told her 
dad- that a thief has broken out in their house, as she left the door 
open mistakenly. 
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Since then Advika promised to herself that she would never 
forget to bolt the door of the house, when she is at home. She 
learned her lesson and promised herself not to repeat it again. 
Advika hides her little sister Myra in their cupboard and asked 
her to stay quiet while hiding. As Myra was small, enough that 
she managed to sit in cupboard safely being unaware of what 
danger they were surrounded with. As soon as Advika saw the 
thief approaching with a knife towards their room, she too hides 
in a cupboard waiting for her father to rescue them. She prayed 
to Ganesha to bring her father home on time.

Mr. Aadarsh called up the police and asked them to come next 
to tele talkies, where they recited. 

Her dad came along with some of the neighbors to help him 
trap that thief. He entered their house when it was heavily 
raining. Then her dad cleverly grabbed the man’s head and with 
the neighbors help they successfully surrender him to the police. 
On investigation, it came out that he ran from the jail and was 
a wanted criminal. Advika and Myra ran towards her dad as 
soon as the thief was caught and put behind bars. Mr. Aadarsh 
hugged both of his daughters and patted Advika’s back for being 
so alert. Her father was proud of her as he was not expecting this 
much maturity from her, at that age of Advika.
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Taking Baby Steps

Now it was the time when Advika was about to take 
her baby steps, to begin with, her pre-schooling. She 
was good at understanding things, as a child and got 

medals for being a ranked all the time. One day she finally 
completed her pre-schooling and on attaining the age of 4 yrs, 
she started with her schooling from MAC school. At first, she 
was not friendly and was shy to talk.

However, gradually, she started talking with all and started 
to perform well in school. She ranked amongst top-3 rankers of 
school and always stood 1st in class. She made a group of three 
friends at school. Amongst all her friends, her best friend was 
Prisha who was just like her sister. They did many crazy things 
together. Seeing them happy many people wanted to befriend 
them amongst them was one classmate Alisha, who used to 
admire their company and wanted to befriend them, but was shy 
at approaching them for friendship. 
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Advika and Prisha shared so much similarity that even their 
classmates used to comprehend them as twin sisters. They 
enjoyed each other’s company; they even created their small 
palace at the corner of the school ground where they used to 
play dolls wedding and collect “Bandar ki roti.” They even 
tasted it once to know why monkeys are so fond of it, when 
they ate it they discovered the fact that it tasted like soft daal 
and was worth a try. They used to collect Bandar ki roti in their 
pencil box and used to take it home and show everyone to try it 
once. People used to think both Advika and Prisha were crazy so 
barely anyone trusted on their crazy idea. 

Advika was doing well in her academics as well as sports. 
Soon Advika was awarded the highest honor of school the 
“Academic Award” by Lady Principle Mrs. Pavitra when she 
was in third standard. Advika was happy that now she can enjoy 
her stardom, but the next day of school was a total turnaround 
for her. 

Her parents took her out of her school. Her principle was 
sad to see her go as she made a small place in everyone’s heart 
while she was studying and enjoying her childhood. Advika was 
a helping natured girl who was now leaving all of her friends 
behind; in a hope, she will meet them soon. Prisha missed her 
badly. Advika’s parents took a bold decision for her future. 
They picked up her from MAC, and took her to a new school 
“JSCS” the next day. When Advika saw her new school, she 
had wide-open eyes on seeing such a big school for which 
Advika was very small. Her parents want her to grow up with 
good communication skills, so they took that extra ordinary 
step for her. Therefore, her parents took her to father Stephen 
the principle of JSCS that time. He took Advika’s interview. 
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After few questions of the interview, her parents were asked 
to wait outside for her result. Soon they were called inside 
and father congratulated her parent’s saying- Advika is now 
our responsibility she will be cared like that of our own child. 
Studying from such school was an honor itself because it was 
known for its quality delivery in students then. It was one of the 
costly school as well, not easily affordable by all. So not everyone 
could afford it. Her parents did this for better future of their 
daughter Advika. This school will now prepare her with good 
communication skills, which will help her face this competitive 
world. 

They knew the after effects of this decision and so they 
dropped her daughter to “JSCS” where her little sis Myra 
already studied since her KG-1. Advika joined JSCS from third 
standard. She did not like the fact of being moved into new 
school without any friends. She missed her friends and felt all 
alone in this new school. 

As Advika had an expressive face, her eye said it all; her 
parents knew she was not happy with this decision so they 
decided to talk with her. Advika’s mom went to her room to 
check on her mood. She knew when Advika used to be upset she 
used to paint or sketch something but will not talk then. Salila 
then saw Advika who was sitting on the bed in her blue frock, so 
engrossed in painting a castle with her pink and purple crayons 
with a sad face. 

A Girl That Had to be Strong.indd   11 8/30/17   1:58 PM



 12 

 A Girl That Had To Be Strong 

Salila hugged Advika, kissed her chubby cheeks, and took 
her in her arms. She then kept her head on her lap, telling her 
a lullaby to make her fall asleep. In those times, “JSCS” used 
to be one of the “Best School of Bhopal.” Advika’s parents 
managed to finance her education from JSCS just to ensure the 
best education for her daughter. Father Stephen was impressed 
with Advika with the small interaction he had with her, on the 
day of the interview, so he decided to grant her admission to 
his school. Advika was now in fourth standard, she faced many 
academic issues, as she was not that good in English. Now she 
was competing with students who were good in English. She was 
a topper in MAC but here she has lost her tag, she used to fail in 
understanding English at times. The major problem that Advika 
encountered was translating English into Hindi. As she used to 
think in Hindi. However, her majority of classmates used to think 
in English and understand the same in English. She needs more 
practice and efforts to think and understand the same in English. 
To get a good result in JSCS was not a cakewalk like that of 
MAC. Therefore, she kept pushing herself still she could fetch 
only the minimum passing marks to pass the exams. She was so 
disappointed with her performance that she did not turn up for 
dinner that night even after her parent’s reminders. Her mother 
understood she is sad about her performance, so she decided to 
share something with her. 

Salila told Advika-

“Not to give Up” in any circumstances. As winners never quit 
and a quitter, never win. So just keep trying Advika, you will  
win one day. You will see that happen. Her mother told her 
we lose a battle only when we stop trying. Her mother knew 
her result was not good but she never kept the comparison 
factor between her kids or with kids of her age. As she knew, 
comparing your kids with other kids on the ground of marks or 
quality is like insulting their unique self, as every child is unique. 
As not everybody is born with same brains. She loved both of 
her daughters so she never compared them and rather patted her 
back, and told her “I am proud of you Advika”... 
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Advika looked at her mother in astonishment that why my 
mother is patting me when she is supposed to slap me, for so 
bad performance in exams by scoring just 42% where 40% is the 
minimum percentage. She used to score 90% in MAC School, 
what happened here, that she was struggling to pass. She told 
Advika that it would not be easy darling; rather it will be worth 
it. Salila was glad to know that her daughter at least managed to 
pass even after facing so much competition that it was a thing 
worth celebrating. Her parents brought Advika’s favorite cake 
“Black forest” as a surprise and asked her to celebrate her first 
step in this big school. 

Advika had tears in her eyes yet promise in the heart that 
she will make her parents proud one day. Advika was moved 
by this step of her parents and did her efforts in full and now 
she was promoted to the fifth standard. Advika kept raising 
the performance bar for her, every time she climbs up a ladder. 
As for her, no real limit existed for improvement. She tried to 
understand what her teachers used to teach her in the class by 
trying to comprehend the same in English itself rather than 
converting the same in Hindi then to English. Soon with the 
passing months, she was waiting for her fifth standard result. 

Her parents knew she was average in studies but she was 
born with many talents as her creative skills were strong 
that included her sketching, painting, poetry writing skills 
were something that not every child posses since birth. Her  
family never de-motivated any of their daughters for anything. 
Advika was blessed to have such supportive family who never 
doubted her capabilities and rather kept believed in her that 
“she can do it” not immediately but definitely. They believed 
in her even when she could not believe in herself. With her 
efforts, Advika was able to make her parents proud by scoring 
57% this time in exams. Her class teacher complimented her 
for her better performance and for her decent and disciplined 
behavior in school.

A Girl That Had to be Strong.indd   13 8/30/17   1:58 PM



 14 

 A Girl That Had To Be Strong 

With the motivation of family, she finally climbed the 
percentage ladder of 60% gradually with passing classes. She 
actively participated in extra-curricular activities and was 
good at western dance. Her western dance teacher Rinkel sir 
asked her to perform in the first row so that others can learn 
from her. Only problem Advika faced as a teenager was “No 
good friends,” as she was not that clever to understand the bad 
intentions of mean and selfish people. 

She had a record of being used by people for her helping 
nature those she posses in person. She hated the fact that people 
befriend her to use her. Advika started believing no good really 
existed in reality and no value existed for a good human now. 
If someone is good, people give astonishing reactions that fails 
to accept them in society whereas a selfish and fake person is 
quickly accepted for the cheesy word they used. Whereas a 
real person is disliked, for being truthful on the face, while a 
fake person is accepted for not being one, by hiding their real 
intention of friendship.

Advika always used to complain to Ganesha that she get some 
good friends soon. On every new session, she used to pray for 
a new comer so that she can make friends with them. One fine 
morning when Advika was up for her school, as soon as she 
boarded the bus, something took off her eyes. She observed a 
new girl joined her route, which made burst a happy bubble 
in her heart. Advika thought in her mind- “at least now I have 
someone to talk while returning home. God finally heard her 
prayers and so was blessed with a new comer “Jivika” who was 
the girl she met on the bus and who was new to their bus route.

Advika was asked by Kiran Teacher to help the new comer 
in studies, provide her with her notes, and help her grasp the 
classes faster. Advika was good at making notes as she used to 
create one-page notes of each chapter, which were elaborative 
enough for others to understand. She interacted with Jivika 
and exchanges their landline numbers as there were no mobile 
phones then and they tuned well within few days. 
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Advika was like a girl Boss who is very protective about her 
circle, so she saved Jivika from few boys that were commenting 
her and were following them, one day. Advika was given a 
pepper spray by her parents for self-defense she used it then, 
to save her friend from cheap roadside people, who tried to 
misbehave with her friend. From that incident itself, Jivika felt 
lucky to have a friend like Advika. Advika made a special place 
in Jivika’s heart. Jivika told her mom Meena about that incident 
and told her that Advika saved her from some boys that were 
following them. Jivika said- mom she is a brave girl, she is a true 
gem, worth having. Advika knew the value of friendship as she 
was deprived of one for a long time, so was protective about her 
friends too. 

Jivika was just like Advika both shared similar values and 
they both were not open to boys. They both had so much 
similarity that their class teacher used to confuse them as 
sisters. It was the golden time in school as it was now the time 
for “Annual Day” celebrations. It is one of the grandest events 
of school in which has a popular face invited as the guest for 
that event. Advika was excited about the event too she gave 
her name for the western dance. As soon as her practice begun, 
they got the song “India… India...” to perform. 

While rehearsing Advika saw a constant stare at her, she 
ignored it for long but shortly she discovered an intense stare at 
her by a person who was mesmerized on seeing her. Suddenly 
their instrumental teacher Abhishek sir shouted a name- Ryan. 
As soon as she heard the name Ryan, she turned around to 
Abhishek sir and was shocked on what she observed. It was 
Ryan, who was staring at her for long. He was Christian and 
was popular instrument player. Ryan rarely interacted with girls 
as for him girls were complicated species and he was shy with 
them. However, he felt attracted to Advika who was a simple, 
cheerful, helping natured girl who used to enjoy her time with 
her girlfriends. 
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Many friends betrayed Advika, so the word friendship never 
tasted good until Jivika arrived. So for Advika, her family was 
the only priority she had since childhood. Suddenly one day she 
met her childhood friend Prisha in the Market and then they 
exchanged their landline numbers to stay connected always. As 
there was no medium like- FB then, to find your lost friends.

Recently Ryan shifted his residence and now he was a part of 
the bus route in which Advika used to travel. Ryan interacted 
with Advika’s sister Myra to extract more information about 
her, as he fell for Advika’s simplicity and grace. Advika’s friends 
started teasing her with Ryan’s name, as they have caught Ryan 
red handed starring at Advika in the bus. Ryan could not stop 
blushing on seeing Advika. Liking was a pious thing when we 
were budding kids.

One day after rehearsals, when Advika was heading toward 
her class. Suddenly she heard someone calling her name from 
behind. As soon as she turned around, she saw Ryan calling 
out her name on sight of him; she speeded her footsteps started 
moving quickly to her classroom ignoring Ryan.

Ryan had a crush on Advika and he wished to talk and express 
what he felt for her. However, Advika always used to wear a 
rude mask, especially for boys. 

Her mask used to message boys as- 

“Hey please stay away from me. I hate guys, better not to 
interact with me!” 

She used to maintain distance from boys so much as, if boys 
were untouchable species. Whenever any boy came in her way, 
she used to have two arms distance from that boy passing by her. 

Her actions used to make this look so humorous that one 
could not stop laughing at seeing how she reacted when a boy 
passes next to her. 
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Moreover, Advika hated boys and the reason for Advika’s 
hate rate was the information she got from her girlfriend 
about boys. Her friend Jivika has a good friend Dia who was 
heartbroken because of a boy who cheated her. Dia was so hurt 
that she hurted herself as if it was the only act that reduced 
her pain. The newspapers are flooded with news of rapes, gang 
rapes, acid attack, etc. every day, why will a girl not have hate 
for boys after hearing to all this news. Every girl has a boiling 
blood to such news. It is a shame to such boy’s who lack self-
control in them, on seeing a girl. Respect word had not been 
taught to all boys; maybe that was the real reason for such 
crimes. Boys who do cheap acts like- rape, etc have proved to 
their mothers that they did the biggest crime giving birth to such 
monsters. It would be better if such boys were killed on the 
birth itself or are tamed on time.

As- 

“Being born a girl is not a shame, being born  
with such cheap mindset is the real shame.” 

People who cannot respect each other’s mom would hardly 
respect a girl that is so obvious.

Advika reason to hate was real and so she did not believe  
in boys.

One fine day JSCS was surrounded by clouds of conspiracy 
surrounding a classroom awakening an incident to happen in 
school. It was Shristi and Soumya classmates of Advika and 
Jivika who were popular for their short tunics and indecent 
behaviors. Shristi and Soumya were observing Advika and 
Jivika from few days and did not like them for their decent 
dressing in school. Advika and Jivika used to wear Tunic as 
per their school norms, which were below knee length and that 
“compliance of rules attitude” was something Shristi and Soumya 
hated. Therefore, they decided to boycott both of them and teach 
them a lesson for life so that they never go against what they 
decide for class.
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Soumya and Shristi were daughters born in rich family and 
for them show off and maintaining standard was about wearing 
short tunics, having sex, having many boyfriends, going to 
pubs or drinking and smoking was common. They were like 
that so they thought all are like them and no one could remain 
untouched with all this as if no such humans existed as per them. 
Both believed people who do not do this deserve to be tagged 
as “aunty” or “uncle.” For them, a length of cloth was a status 
symbol. They both were eyes candies for which people would 
bet for dating. You must be aware of the boy’s mentality- a girl 
not easily impressed is a trophy worth having. Sadly, people 
treat girls as trophy whereas girls are someone worth having a 
lifetime. 

Shristi and Soumya decided to embarrass Advika and Jivika 
in front of the whole class. As soon as they both arrived to class 
Shristi and Soumya cunningly smashed Pepsi over their tunic, 
which caused them, dark stains. Whole class started laughing on 
them, which made situation prone for them to stand and face 
that. They both walked quickly towards the washroom to clean 
their stains. In the stress of stain, they forgot it was Sister Jenny’s 
class who was very strict with class attendance. 

Both Advika and Jivika got black colored stain of their bottle 
green tunic making stain appear as girl’s day’s stains. On seeing 
that stain, Jivika started crying, as she did not know what she 
did wrong to Shristi and Soumya that they both ended up doing 
this act to both of them. Advika was an empathetic girl and on 
seeing Jivika’s eyes filled with tears it made those tears induce 
in Advika’s eyes too, which made Advika’s eyes watery as well. 
Advika was strong enough so she controlled herself and wiped 
off Jivika’s tears and told her not to cry because they were not 
wrong and the person who did wrong shall suffer not them. As 
soon as they came back to the class Sister Jenny asked them the 
reason for being 30 minutes late to the class, which was already, 
a half class missed. 
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Sister Jenny asked Jivika-what happened? 

In addition, why do you have stained dresses? 

On being asked this, Jivika could not control herself and she 
started cried again. On seeing tears in Jivika’s eyes Sister Jenny 
gave the whole class an assignment on a chapter and asked them 
to complete it by the time she returns from inspection round of 
school. Sister Jenny took both of them in a separate classroom 
and asked them out what happened. Jivika could not answer to 
it, as her emotional side got heavy on her, so Advika told Sister 
Jenny about the whole incident. Advika shared her that “we 
both are being boycotted from class for not wearing short tunics 
like them” as they were against following rules.

Both Advika and Jivika know their standard so they did 
not believe in a standard that speaks to show off skin to others. 
Sister Jenny knew what she should do now. Therefore, she told 
Advika and Jivika to go back to their class and leave it to her. 
Sister promised them that she will handle it and will teach them 
a good lesson. Advika and Jivika went back to their classes 
and waited for the sister to take some actions on the same. The 
next day in their 8th period, the assigned teacher did not turn up 
so Sister Jenny arrived as a substitute teacher for that period. 
She asked the students what they would like to do –play games  
or study.

As everybody is excited about games so the whole class in 
unanimous tone opted for “Playing games.” As soon as they 
reached the sports ground sister asked who is up for throw ball. 
Shristi and Soumya raised their hands and Advika and Jivika 
raised hands too. Sister Jenny made two teams with two players 
in each team. One team had Advika and Jivika other had Shristi 
and Soumya. Rest class was observing their match while some 
went to play cricket or basket ball.

As soon as they started with the match, it started raining 
heavily. 
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As soon as they resumed back after few minutes. Shristi 
gave a throw towards Jivika, which was an intentional deadly 
throw and which injured Jivika’s fingers. Soumya misbehaved 
with Advika and she too threw the ball away from their ground 
so that no one earns a point in it, as Advika was winning over 
their team. On seeing their rude behaviors, Sister Jenny asked 
Jivika to call Advika and asked them to throw a ball towards 
Shristi and Soumya, which now was missed by them but it made 
their tunic dirty with stain of wet soil. Shristi and Soumya gave 
an angry look to the Advika and Jivika in front of the whole 
class. Sister jenny scolded the whole class for making fun of their 
classmates and not treating them equally. 

Sister Jenny said- Shristi and Soumya have been breaching 
rules from a long time and hold the most indecent behavior in 
their batch. Moreover, classmates who supported them will now 
be getting a bad remark in their behavior register. Shristi and 
Soumya are not complying with school norms from long and are 
mistreating their classmates for following the rules of school. She 
asked Shristi and Soumya to bring their parents tomorrow to 
school. 

Sister made all of them understand an important lesson -

“Standard has nothing to do with the length of clothes, 
drinking, or smoking habits rather it’s about self-love and about 
upgrading yourself from time to time.” Beauty has no relation 
with less fabric on your body. “Definition of being beautiful for 
some people had always been good looks, white skin tone, and 
perfect figure, which is completely wrong. 

However, the reality of being called as beautiful is being a 
person of good heart rather than just looks. A person who is 
confident about oneself and is aware of their imperfection is far 
more beautiful than the one who possess only looks. In addition-

“In the end, a beautiful heart will raise a good  
upbringing, in your kids, not a beautiful face.”
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After that incident, classmates started respecting Advika and 
Jivika for being simple and did not judge them for anything. 
Jivika made an unbreakable bond with Advika but still, she 
has to leave her. It was the time when Jivika has to leave JSCS 
School, as her dad got a transfer to different state. Advika cried 
as she could not stop her friend from going. Soon results were 
out, Advika cleared it with 70% and now she was promoted to 
ninth standard. 

It was history class of Nandini Teacher where Advika was 
reading for the class. Suddenly her eyes were stuck outside the 
classroom door. Nandini teacher went outside and she interacted 
with a girl standing outside the classroom who was wearing a 
yellow top and blue jeans. Nandini teacher brings her along to 
the class. It was the fifth period just after the lunch period, which 
was prone with sleepy vibes. She introduced the new girl to the 
class. The teacher told her name is Anchita, she is a new comer 
to our class, and she is from Oman. 

Classmates did not like Anchita then, as she used to smile a 
lot even on serious lecture of class. Nandini teacher’s favorite 
student was Advika so she asked her to help Anchita with the 
portion she has missed so far in history. Advika took a charge of 
that, befriended her, and helped her in all possible ways she could. 
Anchita and Advika started with a budding friendship. Anchita 
was expressive about what she felt and she hated dark people. 
However, her roll number according to her joining date landed 
up with a person naming Andrew who was dark in complexion. 

He was now Anchita’s classroom partner. She used to tell him 
not to touch her else, she will get a tan. She drew a line between 
them so that he did not come in her territory. Everybody used 
to tease Anchita with names “Anchu” or “cheeta bhi peeta hai.” 
Daksh, Indranil, Advika, Kruti, and Damini used to team up to 
when it comes to teasing Advika. Anchita had a crush on Satya; 
she used to go pink blushing when he entered the class or when 
teacher called out his name in class. It was bio class of Devmita 
Teacher who used to teach them biology. She asked a question 
from class- 
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“Why does a new born baby cry at the time of his/her birth?” 

Suddenly then Indranil whispered in Advika’s ears that he 
knew the answer. She asked him Why does the baby cry when 
he/she is born? Therefore, Indranil replied, “God actually make 
the new born baby watch horror movies prior their birth.” That 
is why they cry Indranil said smiling. Advika could not stop 
herself from laughing hard on such a stupid answer. On seeing 
her smiling Devmita teacher asked her- yes, Advika you tell me I 
think you know the answer that is why you are smiling. She said 
to Advika. 

Then Advika Said- “Babies cry on birth because they feel the 
change of atmosphere, as prior to their birth they are in their 
mother’s womb which was a place familiar to them from a long 
time, and now they are put to a new atmosphere.” Devmita 
Teacher got impressed with Advika’s answer so she made her 
sit as soon as she finished with her answer. One-day Anchita 
was involved in fighting with Andrew and was lecturing him 
something about his complexion. Anchita and Advika had an 
argument; where Advika took a stand for Andrew and told 
Anchita not to judge anyone based on their cast or color rather 
accept them in person on the basis of their heart not looks.

Anchita did not like Advika at first because her first impression 
made her appear as a girl of attitude and a person who is very 
dominating. However, with frequent ice breaking conversations 
Anchita changed her perception about Advika. 

Now she knew that Advika appeared to be hard on the outer 
but she was a real softy on the inner side. Neither she had any 
attitude problem nor was she rude. Her Rudeness has always 
been with people who do not respect girls. Anchita used to laugh 
out on serious topics in class too that used to grab everyone 
attention and made people laugh at her jokes. When classmates 
started teasing Anchita a lot, Advika took a stand for Anchita 
and told her classmates not to comment anything on her just 
because she did not reply back does not mean she is weak. 
Advika was protective about Anchita as she was not so mature 
at understanding who is with her and who is against her. 
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Anchita and Advika had the best of bonding, they used to 
share secrets, gossiped, and their family knew each other now. 
Advika’s father and Anchita’s mom-dad were Doctor’s by 
profession. Anchita and Advika had the best of bonding together. 
They made many crazy memories and were know as crazy girls 
of the class. 

It was around 3.00 pm summer afternoon when Advika was 
going for her tuition. She was unaware of the trouble that was 
about to hit her that day. When she was going for her tuition 
suddenly few dogs attacked her left leg, biting her leg which 
made her fall. As soon as Advika fell on the ground, one dog 
bitted her left hand’s wrist. Meanwhile, a vehicle passed by and 
all the dogs started running towards that vehicle to grab the 
men’s leg sitting on the bike. 

On getting escape of few minutes, Advika stood up from 
the ground and she immediately entered the apartment next to 
her to save herself from the dogs. She locked the door of the 
apartment building and started climbing stairs bristly, knocking 
every door for help but no one was ready to help her seeing her 
in bloodshed condition. Her blood drops left a mark on every 
foot she climbed up for help. On knowing every door finally a 
door opened. There were few men who were ready to help her 
and they put some cotton on her dog bite area of her left hand 
to stop her blood from flowing. They asked her address and 
dropped her home safely. On reaching home, she told mom dad 
about the whole story while crying in fear and pain.

Her dad quickly took her to the washroom, washed her hand 
with soap, and applied antiseptic Dettol with Soframycin. Advika 
was still crying in pain as she was having a playback of that 
incident in repeat mode in her head making her develop a fear of 
dogs now. The summer season has its own disadvantages as due  
to extreme temperature dog’s loses their senses and attack humans 
inhumanely. 

A Girl That Had to be Strong.indd   23 8/30/17   1:58 PM



 24 

 A Girl That Had To Be Strong 

Many people in her area reported to the reporters that this 
incident was prominent in Mrinal Colony that day and many 
kids, women, and men were victims of the dog bite that day. 
It was the highlight in newspapers the next day. Nagar Nigam 
employee gave vaccination to the dogs to stop them from 
attacking humans. Advika hated dogs since that incident. It took 
days for Advika to recover from the pain she had in her left 
hand. After a rest of 10 days, she resumed with her schooling and 
now her friend Anchita helped her cover the portion she missed  
in school. 

It was the time when they were about to have the annual day. 
Everybody was excited about this day as every alternate year 
they used to have the annual day. This time Kalama sir was invited 
as the guest of honor. He was the most popular personality in the 
history of our country. Advika was lucky enough to see Kalama 
sir in her school premises. Advika was good at dance, so she 
performed as a first line performer. They all put up a great show 
together with the support of teachers and students. They had 
done with their preparations of dance and were waiting for their 
performance. Kalama sir too liked the show. 

Soon Advika completed with her 10th STD with good 
percentage with the help of SSDC classes and now she was in 
11th STD and it was time to choose a stream where students will 
further shape their career. This is the time when every student 
faces the biggest confusion of life and that is “right selection of 
streams.” Everybody was confused and so was Advika. She 
too wanted to choose the best for herself for a better future. In 
student’s life there comes a time where we all get ambiguous 
about our path. 
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As there are brilliant, streams to make our choice even more 
complicated. Fields namely engineering, doctorate, commerce, 
arts, etc, confuses our life. If we go with the society’s existing 
trend it promotes only engineering or doctorate, for them, other 
fields do not really make a good career. No one in society was 
open to promoting his or her kids for commerce. It is like if you 
choose commerce you definitely lack brains or you are weak 
in studies. Only a few parents were open to commerce others 
treated it as a disease, which will swallow their child’s future one 
day for sure. 

Advika did her survey and she jotted down her likes and 
dislikes about a subject and she added to that her hobbies and 
interest to come up with a decision. We have to look into the 
direction of wind too. She looked and she discovered that there 
is a wind of PCM/PCB all around. People who are taking up 
commerce are very few as it was the new field then, no one 
really wanted to experiment with their future, so some took 
the constructed flyover of PCM/PCB while other opted to 
construct one for them by taking up commerce.

Advika was a different girl and she wanted to do something 
different from the current flow of society, which was promoting 
only engineering and bio. It was something Advika would not 
take up, as she had no interest in that field. Advika had a serious 
discussion on this with her mother Salila who just returned from 
her college. She told her mom that she wanted to do something 
different. Firstly her mother did not really get her and she said 
her become a House Cleaner it is a very different field you could 
possibly think of. Advika looked at her mother in amazement as 
if how could she ask me to be a House Cleaner, do I look that 
way? She asked her mother out. Her mother said no you do not 
look that way darling but what do you want to do then. She told 
her mother that she wants to opt for commerce. 
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Her mom couldn’t believe her ears and she asked her twice 
are you sure about this Advika? She looked at Advika in 
astonishment. Advika was ready with her research on the same 
and she told her mother that she is ready to learn something new 
and she will manage it on her own. Her mother was only worried 
about the fact that who will guide her or teach her if she stuck up 
somewhere, as it was a new field.

Salila was ok with Advika’s decision and so the decision 
went in front of the supreme court- Her father. The matter was 
brought to her father’s notice. Her father was not in favor of 
commerce as nobody in their family has taken up that field so far, 
so he believed no future exists in such field he thought. Advika 
told her dad she is not good at mathematics although she loves 
physics and biology at the same time, she hates doing dissection 
and chemistry. 

If a child wishes to opt for commerce, he/she is treated as less 
worthy in society. Whereas a person opting for PCM or PCB 
holds more weight age as compared to the commerce students.

The best part about the tenure of your selection of stream is 
your relatives start taking interest in your life for the first time 
as if they really care about you, some really do, but others are 
busy misguiding us because they fear we might defeat their kids 
in that field itself. 

Touchwood to the change of era it brought some respect for 
commerce with time. People who go for PCM majorly go for 
engineering further. Because it is, a stream, which makes you, 
flips between all fields. They keep jumping into the commerce 
and other fields exams too. If you really wanted to go for 
commerce, why did you take engineering? You barely know the 
Dr./Cr. Rules and you come for commerce papers. Why can’t 
you be in your designed fields? 
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However, sadly there is no restriction to stop this flip of 
streams, which has resulted in wrong recruitments. You might 
be thinking what a proud child you have become when you 
opted for engineering or doctorate. However, you know you 
have entered the wrong area here people without a general class 
hold more weight age and are promoted more than you could 
even imagine. Some of your relative’s kids would have shared 
you with the one I suppose.

No one was open in her family about taking up commerce. 
The majority wanted her to go for engineering or biology but 
she took a firm stand for herself and told her father to survey at 
his level about the stream and its career prospects but she is not 
going for PCB/PCM at any cost. 

After many research, discussions, her father finally gave her 
the green flag for taking up commerce. She searched for coaching 
on her own for commerce and she joined CLead coaching for the 
same to understand it better. She started with her coaching at 
CLead made a good friend circle and amongst all she had the 
best bonding with Rajvi. 

Rajvi was just like her so she enjoyed with her. They did not 
treat each other’s as competitors, which many girls do, rather 
they were like a team that was building each other strongly. They 
used to share their notes and help each other understand things 
in a better manner. They never had the jealousy factor in their 
friendship, if they have a fight both end up pampering each other 
so they had a good bonding in a span of few weeks. Advika was 
happy with the bonding that she had with Rajvi. It was Monday 
morning when Sheba Teacher was taking the class of accounts. 
She is one of the strict teachers of their school. 
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Advika did not like attention and a girl was gazing at her who 
was sitting in the next row adjacent to her seat. Advika was 
really pissed off; by her stare, she wished she could just run away 
somewhere. She was a new face of the class; Advika thought in 
her mind. Sheba Teacher then asked that girl to introduce herself. 
The new girl told her name is Kia and she is new to this school 
and told that her father got a transfer in Bhopal so we are living 
in Bhopal presently. Now Advika was sure she was a new comer.

In the beginning, Kia and Advika did not tune at all. Moreover, 
they hated each other as they were opposite to each other. One 
day on order of Meenakshi Teacher, Kia was asked her to sit 
with Advika. Kia refused to sit to Meenakshi Teacher in front 
of the whole class. Advika faced embarrassment in front of the 
whole class for not being her friend. Advika was the favorite 
student of Meenakshi Teacher and as Kia was new, she wanted 
her to sit with Advika. They did not have the friendship then. 
Moreover, Kia thought Advika has an attitude problem and she 
is dominating. 

As Kia and Advika had preconceptions about each other, 
which made it difficult to break the ice between them. It was 
Kia, who has joined JSCS School in 11th STD for studying 
commerce. A few days later Kia became unwell and was 
depended on Advika for helping her cover the portion left 
uncovered due to her ill health. She helped her and on knowing 
her behavior and personality, Kia felt sorry for thinking so 
wrong about Advika. From then she confessed to Advika that 
she was Kia’s best friend so far, as only Advika’s jokes could 
make her smile. This strengthened their bond of friendship as a 
result they became best friends.
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Finally, Advika opted for Commerce with fine arts. As she 
had a creative side as well. She was good at arts and so was 
awarded, the “Creative Mind” award on the day of farewell for 
her good performance in fine arts by Father Stephen and Mukta 
Teacher who taught her fine arts. Exams were over now and 
it was time for board results of 12th STD to announce. As it 
would decide their future now. Shortly Results were announced. 
Advika scored 75% in her 12th and completed her schooling with 
good percentage. Everybody was excited about college life but 
at the same time, nobody wanted to leave school life behind. 

With watering eyes, it was time to say goodbye to school 
life. After leaving the school Advika realized it was only her 
schoolboys, who were decent and not indecent. She was happily 
proved wrong, that not all boys are same. As she studied with 
the best boys although she had some fights with few boys like 
George and Sinha, but was happy to be a JSCSite. She knew 
boys though wrong about her, as she was not open to them but 
she knew when they would interact with her, they will discover 
they were wrong about her. Therefore, she waited for the ice 
to break someday. After few months schoolboys came in her 
contact, they on conversation with Advika discovered she was 
good at heart but was not good at approaching boys in school. 
Firstly they didn’t interact with her thinking she has an attitude 
although later on interaction they discovered it was just her first 
impression not her real self. 
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