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A MESSAGE  
TO PEACE

As of now, Kashmir is behind no one except that district Baramulla is the 
most backward in the whole territory of India. This generation knows 
many things within political disturbance, pellets, and bullets. Aspirations, 
desperations hopes, and faith go together. A small percentage is now left 
in Kashmir who can tell us the story of Sheikh Abdulla, Indira Gandhi, 
Bakhshi, Baig and others who prevailed in the valley and usually spoke of 
peace in the far past some 35 years ago. But this generation is a red-hot 
born in riots and encounters, raised in slogans, boycotts, school bandh, 
clashes, frustrations and with no hope of future.

Very interestingly, aspiring desperate young couples see the dreams 
of their offshoot children to rise in a school and finish as a doctor,  
a professor, a good human being. But most of his school life is in the 
streets as the school remains closed for most of the time. Three months 
of winter vacations, more than a hundred day’s strikes by one group 
or the other. Even if such frequent closures happen, still our children 
read and write and compete in the national medical and engineering 
colleges. Not only has this but our children outshined in the country’s 
top civil service examination. History has seen people of J&K visiting 
other states with love and enthusiasm but now they are scared of going 
there. Though they go there is a sense of insecurity always because some 
people distorted the thread of trust in India. Some people garnering 
their political will use the ignorant and uneducated class to organize 
such movements as antidalit, antimuslim, anti that and antithesis. Though 
secure their constituency but they break the thread of fraternity of the 
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2  A MESSAGE  TO PEACE

whole country. Very unfortunate those young boys join militancy with 
high education and even professional like engineers, Ph.D. scholars, and 
even professors. The popular governments could not notice the trend 
and it resulted in killings of so many people of the paradise. Kashmir is 
now recognized with Syria and Afghanistan. Very Astonishing is the fact 
that the popular governments could not stop the killings and could not 
convince the Kashmiri young militants to shun the path of militancy and 
join a peaceful nonviolence movement. People have met their demands 
without a gun also and I know about least of the nations who got 
freedom with a gun but sometimes when you see babies killed, mothers 
raped and indiscriminate bloodshed in your own streets young blood 
is difficult to stop. It boils and its rage goes in the stones on the police 
vehicles and public property. These stones are met with bullets and PSAs 
and after a while, these scholars join militancy because they find no way 
to escape but to become a rebel. My God, who can heed this bleed in a 
valley. Mothers have lost their Buds fathers don’t understand who will 
look after their daughters and wives after their death, who will support 
them in their old. I understand how do they live when they raise their 
children with so many dreams and love and then they end their dreams 
in a battlefield usually very early around 12 to 21 years. Can you imagine 
such a burnt and then living the rest of your life in the memories of 
your loved ones? A very sad situation but who is responsible for this 
pain? Every one of us is responsible except the poor parents who lose 
everything for nothing.

Subhash Chandra Bose and Gandhi were always in disagreement with 
each other. The former believed in the aggressively armed struggle while 
the later was a moderate satyaghari. He believe nonviolent resistance 
can win the freedom for India with the result the former could not see 
independent India and the later was made the Father of Independent 
India. This means non-violence is patience and patience wins. What for 
Kashmir? I think such elements are not balanced here, where there are 
people like Subhash Chandra Bose but people like Gandhi are absent. 
One thing I fail to understand is the boycott to the legislature on part 
of the hurriate. I don’t understand when they throw away power in 
the hands of others and then struggle against the same power. This is 
non-comprehensible incident boycott polls though initially, they did. 
But later on, they understood the drawbacks of boycott politics and 
joined elections. They grabbed the power and they relieved people of 
the miseries with the law. They could do what was not possible outside 
the legislature. They boycott polls but they resigned from the legislature. 
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Resigning from the legislature was far more fruitful than just boycotting 
the polls and anyway I remember the day when Dr. Shah Faisal topped 
the IAS and became the first Kashmiri who has such a performance.  
It created hopes from all sides. New Delhi believed Kashmiri youth 
would be attracted to the government services particularly IAS and 
Kashmir Administrative service. But the same happened afterward. 
More and more youth was attracted to the prestigious civil service 
exams and even more, have qualified it. The civil service got exposed 
in the whole state and Shah Faisal became a role Model for the youth 
of J&K. Did the militancy stop? No! I am very surprised. A new brand 
of militants was born after 2010 and the Ambassador of this brand was 
Burhanwani. A talented educated young boy’s with good technical know-
how. The pace with which Shah Faisal attracted the educated towards 
career and education was less than the pace Burhanwani attracted these 
young educated boys towards militants. Everybody is astonished. Even 
the government officials at the center and state level compared the two 
young men of this soil. Recently one of the politicians of the ruling party 
had asserted to the people that choose their role model Shah Faisal and 
do what he had done to this state and avoid joining the path of violence. 
But the voice of the minister stoked on the deaf ears. The situation 
took a heat of that degree that Shah Faisal appealed to the officials not 
to compare him with anybody in Kashmir. See the political gravity in 
Kashmir where an IAS topper is not satisfied with his achievements and 
what about the others who have little hope of living any days. Life is 
full of uncertainties in Kashmir. The height of uncertainties is that the 
IAS topper serving for 8 years could not be contended even serving in 
his own state. Shah Faisal felt the heat of disciplinary action when he 
expressed his displeasure over the social evils in the country and the 
bloodshed in Kashmir. Shah’s resignation from the top service invited 
criticism and appreciation. While some liked him to represent the 
people of Kashmir in a broader world while some others criticized him 
as misusing the public post. Some of the journalists and politicians even 
accused Shah Faisal of wasting the money government of India spent 
on him during the training time and even some claim that he was sent 
to Harvard University on the expenditure of GoI. It is his foreign trip 
that made him a changed person. May be, in Harvard, he felt a Freeman 
and his freedom of expression found a vent and he voiced high against 
the women insecurity and minority vulnerability in India. Political 
opportunists might have provided an olive branch to Shah Faisal and 
proposed him a secure place in Kashmir politics. The pressure from 
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4  A MESSAGE  TO PEACE

the union ministry of personnel and Training plus the political scenario 
of J&K might have completely motivated Shah Faisal and it is nearing 
Parliament elections in the country that Shah Faisal brought everybody 
to surprise. The other side of the narrative is that if we think more than 
needed we feel horrified. What would have the depth of this surprise 
had Shah Faisal joined Hurriate? Though some of the journalists asked 
him about this path he admitted that Joining Hurriate is not an easy 
task for him. He said that it needs so much of hardships and problems 
to face in the Hurriate. So a person who had recently served as Deputy 
Commissioner admits that frequent PSAs are slapped on Kashmiri to 
suppress their voice. So he must have done it himself when he was 
district magistrate of Bandipora and he must have regretted this later 
on or even this time. Looking on the trend when qualified youth and 
professional join the militancy thank God Shah Faisal didn’t do it. How 
would we clean the sweet from our foreheads? What would have the 
central government and the J&K government said over that? It would 
have become a critical condition for the whole India particularly for 
the Kashmir Government thought that was least likely to happen but 
never impossible in Kashmir. The solution of Kashmir issue is in any way 
necessary for the whole of subcontinent but in particular for India and 
Pakistan. Neither of these two countries can progress unless this dispute 
is resolved according to the aspirations of the people of Jammu &  
Kashmir. Kashmir settlement is fruitful to India and Pakistan and in 
particular to Jammu and Kashmir. Good relations between India and 
Pakistan are beneficial to everyone particularly to the people of J&K. 
But, who will make these good relations between the two nations? Good 
politicians in both the countries and mostly the good and well-intended 
politicians in Kashmir.

Sheikh Mohammad Abdulla was a teacher and usually, teachers do 
not wield too much power. Teachers can influence only a small group of 
people mostly their students and the people who know them. I wonder 
how did a teacher dare to revolt against the mighty Dogra rule that was a 
monarchy and autocratic. That was a movement for the welfare of people 
so the teacher was supported by the people as their Massena. Influenced 
by the freedom struggle in the rest of India, Sheikh Saab brought the 
people of J&K together on the lines on M K Gandhi and ultimately 
with the freedom of India and Pakistan Sheikh Saab brought Kashmir 
in the hands of masses. Though India and Pakistan celebrated the much 
waited Days of August 1947 but it was not in the lot of people of J&K. 
Kashmir came between India and Pakistan and the days of hope slowly 
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turned into the days of desperations. Lakhs of people lost their lives 
and the beautiful piece of land was divided into two between India and 
Pakistan. Kashmir could not see the light of the new sun. The leadership 
was at stake. Sheikh Saab is still honored by the people for his hard work 
and his struggle against the dictatorship. But that was all. There was no 
other Sheikh Abdulla for Kashmir. The soil didn’t give another Sheikh 
Abdulla. Why? This soil is very fertile but not for politics. It did not give 
much talent in politics. The leaders could not use their energy for the 
long lasting solution of this part of the world. They enjoyed berths from 
Srinagar to New Delhi but didn’t pay attention to the problems of poor 
people and their aspirations. People lost their dignity, faced harassment 
and had every type of hardship but our leaders didn’t bother. They took 
the seats to turn by turn but Kashmir went on bleeding day by day.

Some of the leaders were part of the electoral process but somehow 
their faith was destroyed and they shunned the active politics and joined 
the resistance camp. Dialogue is not making Proposals and expecting 
acceptance of your proposal from the other end. Dialogue is in a real sense 
practice of analyzing and looking into the proposals of both parties and 
then find out the conclusion. What happens, in this case, that one parties 
consolidate the paper and expects the other to accept it. This is what 
happened to Kashmir cause so far. Had both the parties conceded a little 
bit some sort of relief could have met by the poor people of this state.

Now looking forward many families had to leave their homes and 
live refugees living in the different parts of this world. Some of the 
families had to witness destructions to such an extent that this conflict 
has become a hell for them their whole life. Many modes had to be seen 
in this conflict. Some have to carry the dead bodies of their children and 
some had the bodies of their parents. Even some have no one to bury 
their bodies. Wounds and tears are in every soul but there is no one to 
see it.

Breaking ice is not so easy. It is to go to arctic and make a house of 
ice thereby a poor man. He can build it but only in dreams. Well, it is a 
good dream not any worse but there should be resources to have these 
dreams realized. People are looking for the moon and Mars. But, there 
are millions of innocents who have no place to live on earth. Where do 
we stand? Is this lesion we receive from our religious books? There are 
thousands of faiths on this earth. If all the faiths teach us Humanity then 
why should we kill Gods people? If those people were wrong God would 
not have sent them to earth. We see in the times of elections most of the 
leaders speak of religions, in the election rallies even the so-called secular 
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countries are not free from this pseudo-religious preachers. In essence, 
they are not interested in the religious matters but they just touch the 
sentiments of the people and provoking them against the other religious 
group. The aim of this evil-doing is only to have voted and rule over 
these poor people. Now, who is the rebel? Not these people who fight 
but those who provoke these communal tensions. But the punishment is 
met by these poor and innocent people who were provoked by the evil 
speeches of these politicians. Here the majority being majorly middle 
class or below poverty line lake the sense of control on their emotions. 
Most of the people serving the government belong to this class. The 
colleges and schools are full of this folk. Then why do they turmoil on 
the instincts of these uneducated politicians and kill each other? They 
don’t have unity, they don’t have trust in each other. In fact, they are 
greedy and are frequently in controversy with each other. That is how 
these evil-minded people first divide them within and then unite them 
to fight other classes. 

India has thousands of classes in the form of caste, culture, religion, 
language, and race. I admire the unity of this vast diversity under one 
flag. Things should be like this in every country. But in spite of this 
unity, there are people who are killed in the name of religion, caste, and 
race. Every time in elections we hear on the news channel debates “Dalit 
Votes”, “MuslimVotes” What is the fun of this democracy when you 
divide these people first and then distribute their Votes. You are no longer 
politicians of development but you are people of self-aggrandizement. 
They distort the character of India. They disgrace India outside. Would 
we blame ourselves for voting these people? Should we take their call 
for communal violence? No, we should arise and prepare ourselves for 
political changes. There are many educated people in your society and 
they have a proved character, intelligence, and honesty. Why shouldn’t 
we mobilize them and raise them as our political representatives? Shun 
this game of communal politics as early as possible and choose a leader 
without regard to your class and caste but with regard to wisdom and 
character. Once we resort to this we will see unity in actual practice. 
We will see no red stains. The murders, killings, and riots will stop 
automatically. It is not difficult now. Majority of our society and the 
new generation is Educated now. We are civilized now. Everybody of us loves 
peace and freedom then why can’t we throw out this marginal part of our 
society out of power and revitalize our society. Yes, we can. We need 
to dare. Think, we are killed in undue violence. If We raise this voice 
against these evils there are least chances of our killing. Even if we get 
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killed that will be for a good cause. Our spouses will be honored for our 
death in that way. So first and foremost is we have to change our own 
attitude. Leave apart these orldly gains and think for the betterment 
of our whole society where every one of us will feel the freedom of a 
country. Look! I will take you to another fact. Nowadays we usually hear 
in news about the resentment of Hindu brothers for loudspeakers used 
by Muslims in mosques. I think the resentment is genuine as far as the 
Brotherhood is considered. There is also a teaching of Islam that try to 
avoid hardship to other faith as far as possible. We can offer Namaz even 
without loudspeakers. If the Hindus can feel comfortable by shunning 
the loudspeakers why should Muslims resist? Faith is not for hegemony 
but for practice. If we can’t stick to the teachings of our messengers then 
why should we advocate the faith? But, the arrogance shouldn’t be from 
the other side also. Those who are annoyed by the loudspeakers convey 
to their political leaders. The political leaders have the least role here. 
Then what is the way out? The solution is simple. You live together and 
you know each other and even you are friends as mostly I have seen in 
societies where Hindus and Muslims live together. If you have such a 
good relationship then why cannot you sort out these problems on your 
own level? If you go to your friends and send your elders to the Muslim 
counterparts and put forth your grievance they will hear you. If they 
don’t hear you then there are legal procedures. But if you threaten them 
in the voice of politicians then they will definitely resist in the same 
voice. Likewise, Muslims should leave apart the arrogance and behave 
with the Hindus as their own. The time of myths is no more available 
now. Muslims should bear scientific behavior and stop to listen to the 
fundamentalist elements and come to the real world. While living in 
a Hindu society no one can stop them from praying Namaz but if they 
would try to provoking activities everybody is there to annoy them.  
So far in my memory, I didn’t hear any Hindu temple destroyed by 
Muslims in India though the Muslims in the past under Afghanis have 
done so. But those were looters and were influenced by the political 
scenario of other parts of the world as prevalent these days. 4,5 hundred 
years have passed then and we are now in a liberal, democratic and 
modern world. If those looters have done any wrong then why should 
we punish the people of this time who are our neighbors and friends? 
We should have a new vision and we should work for the realization of  
this vision. Only then we will see the dawn of the new sun and we can 
build a new nation where we all live together and pursue our future 
happiness.
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